Abstract A new species of Moutabea (Polygalaceae), M. arianae, is described and illustrated.
INTRODUCTION
During the study of the Polygalaceae for the Flora of the Guianas several years ago by A. Jacobs-Brouwer (unfinished manuscript, not published) a clearly different and apparently undescribed Moutabea species was found among the specimens of Moutabea guianensis Aubl., a widespread and well-collected species in the Guianas (well-illustrated in Jacobs-Brouwer 2002: 587) . In the Guianas only M. guianensis was known so far. Despite several variable characters, especially leaf shape and size, it is easy to identify. The new species, described here, is remarkable by soft hairy leaves, whereas M. guianensis and all other known Moutabea species are glabrous.
The genus Moutabea is a neotropical genus with c. 11 species recognised. Several authors already mentioned the need of an up-to-date taxonomic revision of this genus (Wendt 2000 : 6, Aymard 2004 (Eriksen et al. 2000: 127) .
The collections of M. arianae are all in fruiting stage, no flowers are present. Because of its fruit type the new species is placed in Moutabea, the fruit of which is a berry or drupe with a leathery pericarp and fleshy mesocarp, 4-or 5-locular, 2-5-seeded, seeds hairy and covered by a thin aril (looking glabrous when dried) (Verkerke 1985: 382) . The other genera with drupe-like fruits in the Polygalaceae are Barnhartia, which has 2-or 3-locular, 2-seeded fruits and Diclidanthera, which has 3-5-locular, 3-5-seeded fruits, the seeds are hairy outside (not glabrous) and lack an aril (Verkerke 1985: 384) . 
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